
 Monday, January 25th 2010 
marked the beginning of a five day 
demonstration where Venezuelan stu-
dent activists took to the streets to 
protest against President Hugo 
Chavez’s decision to ban six TV sta-
tions from airing on national televi-
sion. According to the government, 

these stations, including the reputable RCTV known for 
criticizing the Chavez government, had failed to comply with Venezuelan telecom-
munications laws whereby all governmental and presidential speeches had to be 
broadcasted. Alarmed by the diminishing space for freedom of expression, stu-
dents all over the country stood up for the protection of their civic liberties and 

freedoms. Members of the student movement reported that 
they would continue protesting until their country upheld 
democratic principles for all.  As students sought to reveal 
the truth and fight for the advancement of democracy, two 
activists were unfortunately killed and over 70 were 
wounded. The World Youth Movement for Democracy 
stands alongside students in Venezuela as they pursue their 
fight towards establishing democracy and human rights in 
their country.  To learn more about the Venezuelan Youth 
Movement click here.  
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Youth Spotlight: Rami Shamma 
     

 Rami Shamma, a Program Officer at the Development for 
People and Nature Association, works to meet the needs of the lo-
cal community through sustainable development and focuses on 
protecting human rights and the environment in Lebanon. He was 
appointed Youth Shadow Minister for Education and Higher Edu-
cation in the Youth Shadow Government for 2010. Recently serving 
as a delegate to the Ni, Mondlokaj Civitanoj (We, Global Local Citi-
zens) World Youth Meeting, Rami writes:   

 More than 1,500 young active citizens of the 
world from over 90 countries met in Bari, Italy on 

January 19-21 for an international meeting to discuss how we as youth can create 
actions and implement them to sustain a better future for us and the next genera-
tion. 

 The meeting, titled “NMC 1st World Youth Meeting” is an interesting initia-
tive considered to be the beginning of a bi-yearly World Youth Meetings for young 
people from across the globe to discuss sustainable human development, share 
experiences/ideas, set a common agenda of action, and build a network of sup-
port.  The meeting also included lectures, keynote speakers, workshops, and dis-
cussion groups.  

 During the meeting, youth were divided into 12 workshops where each 
group came up with a common position paper on global and local actions aiming 
at sustaining our future and our planet. Some workshops topics included: Choos-
ing together, choosing well, choosing (in) time;  Poverty 
should not be a fate; Fleeing to seek a future. 

 I, as a citizen of the world, believe that initiatives 
like these are very important since they give you the 
opportunity to meet people from all over world, who 
have rich experiences and practices. Also, they provide 
you with a safe space to come up with new and innova-
tive ideas which can lead to successful initiatives and 
projects in your community. Last but not least, they encourage you to work 
harder on yourself and on the community you live in so that the next generations 
can have a safer and better future than ours. 

For more information or to join our network, please visit the website on: http://
nimociv.org/. 

- Rami Shamma 

A Delegate from Lebanon to “NMC 1st World Youth Meeting” 

Translation  

 Due to recent escalation of 
terrorism and the Al Qaeda move-
ment in different parts of Yemen, 
many people believe that fighting 
terrorism and Al Qaeda in Yemen 
should be a major issue today. The 
surprise is that I disagree with 
that. 

 There is ongoing weakness 
in the ability of the Yemeni gov-
ernment and its forces to main-
tain control over all of Yemeni ter-
ritory. The north is experiencing 
its 6th conflict with the Shiaa mi-
nority Houthis. As for the south, 
rumors are circulating of going 
back to the former separation, as 
in pre- May 20th 1990, and break-
ing the agreement uniting the two 
regions.  In addition, the northern 
desert provinces are unique be-
cause of the weak government 
control over it and the strong con-
trol by local tribes. Also, there are 
many disruptions in the middle 
provinces.  

 The main point is that the 
size of the country of Yemen 
makes the government very frag-
ile. And its fragility is based on the 
fact that there is no Yemeni sense 
of nationalism or security in the 
population. It is therefore an iden-
tity and nationality problem. The 
way to reform this issue is to op-
erationalize the concept of citizen-
ship through an increased in-
volvement in civic and political 
life, and not just by a facade.  

Alaa, Yemen  
House of Light Foundation 

 

  

Dear Youth Network, 

 As youth continue to be a growing force in the global democracy move-
ment, we are beginning to see a greater backlash against youth activists and 
their quest for freedom for their countries. With Egyptian youth being ar-
rested and beaten last month in their attempt to show solidarity with the vic-
tims of the Coptic massacre, and the mass violence against student protesters 
in Venezuela for defending freedom of expression, now more than ever we as 
a Network need to show global solidarity for those defending democratic prin-
ciples in their countries. If you find yourself being threatened or your efforts 
suppressed, reach out to the network for support and we can help rally global 
solidarity in your defense. 

 Just a reminder– please continue to use the listserv to share opportuni-
ties and ideas that could be of interest to everyone in the group! Don’t forget 
to limit personal conversations by copying the email address  you want to ad-
dress directly into a separate message.   

 Please send any announcements or stories that you want included in 
next months newsletter to bethd@ned.org. This is your opportunity to shine, 
so don’t be shy! 

   
      Until next month! 

      Beth Davis 
      Managing Editor 

 

Staying connected is as easy as 1-2-3! 

 

1) Join our new Facebook group: www.facebookcom 

2)Visit our new Website: www.wymdonline.org 

3) Follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/WYMD 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact  Ceciliah@ned.org or 
Bethd@ned.org. We are here to support your work any way possible, whether 

it is helping out with an activity or connecting you to other activists in your 
area or beyond! 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at youthspeaks@wymdonline.org  

Trouble viewing? Please use attached PDF version.  

Liberiaõs Peace Building and Democracy Education Program 

Your Voice Response:  

 

What do you think will be the greatest so-
cial or political issue of 2010 in your com-
munity? What will you do to address it?  

 
           буЗзϦ ϸнϮм рϹϳϦм ϞϝкϼшϝϠ ϣЧЯЛϧгЮϜ ϨϜϹϲцϜ ЭЛЮ
           ИϼϝЃϦм егуЮϜ ХВϝзв ев ϣУЯϧϷв ̭ϝϳжϒ сТ ϢϹКϝЧЮϜ

          рϹϳϦ дϜ ЬнЧЯЮ етϽуϫЫЯЮ сТϝЪ ϟϡЂ ϨϜϹϲцϜ ϨмϹϲ
             нк егуЮϜ сТ ϢϹКϝЧЮϜ буЗзϦм ϞϝкϼшϜ пЯК ̭ϝЏЧЮϜ

   пгЗЛЮϜ ϣуЏЧЮϜ  . !      ϝ̯вϝгϦ СЯϧ϶ϒ сзжϜ ск ϣϛϮϝУгЮϜ

 рϒϽЮϜ Ϝϻк Йв! 

                    ϢϽГуЂ сТ егЫт ϽгϧЃв СЛЎ егуЮϜ ϹлЇт

                ЙугϮ пЯК ϣузгуЮϜ евцϜ ϤϜнЦ м ϣузгуЮϜ ϣвнЫϳЮϜ
             ϣузгуЮϜ ϣтϼнлгϯЯЮ ϣтϸϝуЃЮϜ сЎϜϼцϜ  .  ! ХгЛТ

           днгЃт ев Йв ϣЂϸϝЃЮϜ ск ϞϽϲ ϹлЇт ЬϝгЇЮϜ
          дϜϽтϖ ев ϹгϧЃϦ ϣуЛуІ ϣуЯЦϒ скм сϪнϳЮϜ ϣКϝгϯϠ

       ϣузтϹЮϜ ϝлϧуЛϮϽв ФϜϽЛЮϜ сТ ϣуЛуЇЮϜ ϤϜϾнϳЮϜм  . ϝгзуϠ

          егуЮϜ ϣтϼнлгϯϠ РϽЛϦ ϥжϝЪ ϝв мϜ егуЮϜ ϞнзϮ ХВϝзв
                аϝгϦϖ сТ сжϝϫЮϜ ЩтϽЇЮϜ ̪ϣуϡЛЇЮϜ ϣуВϜϽЧгтϹЮϜ

      етϹЯϡЮϜ еуϠ ϢϹϲнЮϜ ϣуЦϝУϦϖ)   ϣузгуЮϜ ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ ϣтϼнлгϯЮϜ
    ϣуϡЛЇЮϜ ϣуВϜϽЧгтϹЮϜ егуЮϜ ϣтϼнлгϮ м  (  ϹуЛЋϦ ЅуЛϦ

         етϹЯϡЮϜ ϢϸнК м АϝϡϦϼшϜ ЩТ сТ Эϫгϧт СЧЂм сϦϝвϜϼϸ

ХϠϝЃЮϜ ϝглЛЎм пЮϖ . ЭϡЦ ϝв рϜ22  нтϝв1990 . 

                ϝЪ ϣуЮϝгЇЮϜ ϣтмϜϽϳЋЮϜ ϤϝЗТϝϳгЮϜ пЮϖ ϣТϝЎшϝϠ

)    РнϯЮϜ ̪Ϟϼϓв  (         егуЮϜ ХВϝзв ϣуЧϠ еК ϾϝϧгϦ сϧЮϜм
          ϢϽГуЂм ϝлуЯК ϣувнЫϳЮϜ ϣузвцϜ ϢϽГуЃЮϜ ϣІϝЇлϠ

         ϝлуТ рϹуЯЧϧЮϜ сТϽЛЮϜм сЯϡЧЮϜ бЫϳЮϜ  .   еК Щукϝж
                скм БЂнЮϜ ХВϝзв сТ ϢϽгϧЃгЮϜ ϤϝϠϜϽГЎшϜ

 ϤϝЗТϝϳв) ϿЛϦ м Ϟϖ .( 

             егуЮϜ сТ пгЗЛЮϜ ϣϲϝЃгЮϜ дϜ ск ЬнЧЮϜ Јы϶

                   ϝлжϓϠ СЊнϦ ϝв ЭЦϒ ϣувнЫϲ ϢϽГуЃЮ ЙЗϷϦ ск

ϣЇк  .           ϼнЛІ аϹК ев ЀϝЂцϝϠ сϦϓϦ ϝлϧІϝЇкм

            ϣузгуЮϜ ϣЮмϹЯЮ ϣтнлЮϜм ̭ϝгϧжшϝϠ ХВϝзгЮϜ ЩЯϦ дϝЫЂ

ϣуЮϝϳЮϜ  .         ϣзВϜнгЮϜ м ϣтнлЮϜ сТ ϣвϾϒ ск ϣвϾцϝТ дϺϖ .

         ЬнЧЮϜ еЫгт ϝлзК ϩтϹϳЮϜ ЬнГт оϽ϶ϒ ϞϝϡЂцм ЩЮϻЮм

                 ЩЯϦ дϝЫЂ ϼнЛІ сТ ϰыЊшϜ егЫв дϜ ϣВϝЃϡϠ

             ϣзВϜнгЮϜ анлУв ЭуЛУϦм егуЯЮ блϚϝгϧжϗϠ ХВϝзгЮϜ

                 ϣужϹгЮϜ ϢϝуϳЮϜ ϹЛЊ сТ ϣЪϜϽІϖ Ьы϶ ев блтϹЮ

БЧТ рϼнЊ ЁуЮм сЧуЧϲ ЭЫЇϠ ϣуЂϝуЃЮϜм. 

Alaa, Yemen  
House of Light Foundation 
 

With support from the Inter-Church Cooperative Devel-
opment Organization (ICCO), The National Youth Move-
ment for Transparent Elections (NAYMOTE) has contin-
ued its aim to strengthen Liberia’s emerging democracy 
by emphasizing peace. Between November 2009 and 
January 2010, NAYMOTE conducted six public educa-
tion campaigns to build understanding of democracy. It 
also conducted several Youth leadership forums, bring-

ing together almost 70 participants, including students, teachers, and youth lead-
ers, from over ten high schools and six community-based organizations in Bong 
County, Liberia. The forums were designed to empower participants with skills 
and information about conflict resolution and prevention, and allowed experts to 
share knowledge about prosecution procedures of crimes, peer mediation, lead-
ership types, and general community development. 

                At these forums, the participants discussed the entrenched disunity be-
tween local leaders, as well as authorities’ lack of accountability, claiming that 
elected officials do not represent their citizens’ best interests. They also criticized 
the fact that neither youth nor adult citizens are given adequate opportunity to 
participate in the decision-making process. The participants agreed that they 
need to take collective action to help promote commu-
nity unity and development, committing to hold regular 
monthly meetings to which local authorities and mem-
bers of different towns, clans, and villages will be in-
vited.  The District Commissioner Hon. Paul Dar-
wolokeleh thanked NAYMOTE for helping to promote 
the initiative that took place at the first meeting in 
Gbartala, Bong County, citing that it was important for 
members of the community to come together to discuss 
their district’s underdevelopment and to assess how to 
best effect change by working with the police and local 
lawmakers.  

WYMD Stands with the Student Protesters in Venezuela  

Media Slander Campaign Against Bahrain Activists  

  Mohammed Al-Maskati, President of Bahrain Youth Society for Human 

Rights (BYSHR) received a great amount of support from World Youth Movement 

for Democracy members prior to his recent trial. However, his plight is far from 

over and needs our support now more than ever!  

                Al-Maskati, along with activists Abdul Ghani Al-Khanjar and Nabeel Rajab, 

have recently been attacked by a slanderous media campaign. They have been 

accused of having links to foreign governments, committing acts of violence by 

using Molotov cocktails, and betraying Bahrain. They were also accused of incit-

ing young people to violence against the state and defaming the state to interna-

tional organizations. These allegations were printed as libel in three prominent 

newspapers, and have contributed to rising public hostility towards human rights 

defenders.  These attacks began shortly after the release of a Human Rights 

Watch report that exposed the lack of human rights in Bahrain, in which Al-

Maskati, Rajab, and Al-Khanjar were credited for their assistance, in a likely at-

tempt to discredit the report.  To learn more, go to www.hrw.org.  

The World Youth Movement for Democracy condemns these false accusa-

tions and stands in solidarity with the activists of Bahrain. To show your support, 

please write to the authorities in Bahrain, urging them to: 

  - Keep human rights activists safe from harm and stop the harassment. 

 - Investigate this slanderous and libelous campaign. 

 - Conform to the provisions of universal human rights documents. 

The authorities can be reached at: 

Cheikh Hamad bin Issa AL KHALIFA, King of Bahrain,  

Fax : +973 176 64 587 

Cheikh Khaled Bin Ahmad AL KHALIFA, Minister of Foreign Affairs,   

fax : +973 172 12 6032 

Cheikh Khalid bin Ali AL KHALIFA, Minister of Justice and Islamic Affairs,  

fax : +973 175 31 284 

Permanent Mission of Bahrain to the United Nations in Geneva,  

1 chemin Jacques-Attenville, 1218 Grand-Saconnex, CP 39, 1292 Chambésy, 

Switzerland. Fax : + 41 22 758 96 50. Email : info@bahrain-mission.ch 

Update on Recent Arrest of Two Egyptian Youth Activists  

 Ahmed Maher and Amr Ali, both leaders in the April 6th  Youth Move-
ment, were arrested in the early morning on 16 February as they were driv-
ing home from a meeting.  Maher and Ali were stopped at a security check-
point, forced out of their car, and taken to jail. They were charged for dis-
tributing political leaflets and painting slogans on a local bridge, claims that 
are contested by many on the ground.  Maher and Ali were denied their right 
to a lawyer and were not allowed any visitors. Both men were later taken to 
the courthouse for prosecution where they were released on bail until their 
trial.  Upon release,  Maher was denied his laptop and cell phone  that were 
confiscated at his arrest.   

 The Egyptian government must know people outside Egypt are 
watching their actions and will not tolerate injustice toward activists and 
bloggers who simply are exposing the truth and wish for freedom of expres-
sion. Please send letters to your local Egyptian Embassies or Consulate de-
manding authorities to respect citizens' rights to express their opinions 
freely and exercise political rights.  To find Egyptian embassies visit: 
www.embassyworld.com/embassy/Egypt/Egypt.html.    

Your Voice  

¶ What topics do you think the United 
Nations’ Human Rights Council should 
address as they gather during their 
Universal Periodic Review ? 

 

¶ How do democratic values overlap 
with environmental protection? 

 
Please email us at    

info@wymdonline.org with your re-
sponse.  

Cool Websites  

¶  www.changemakers.com  

¶  www.fundsforngos.org 

  

Network Tip:  

 WYMD receives messages from 

around the world, sometimes we 

will publish responses in lan-

guages besides English. Please do 

not view this as a challenge – you 

can use Google Translate to obtain 

a rough translation of the text. To 

do this, go to: trans-

late.google.com. 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=55068560843&ref=search&sid=100000130434953.3966095356..1&v=info
http://www.dpna-lb.org/
http://www.dpna-lb.org/
http://nimociv.org/
http://nimociv.org/
mailto:bethd@ned.org
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=805811697&v=photos&so=0#/group.php?gid=114355304246&ref=ts
http://www.wymd.org
http://twitter.com/WYMD
mailto:Ceciliah@ned.org
mailto:BethD@ned.org
http://wymdonline.org/mailman/listinfo/youth_wymdonline.org
mailto:youthspeaks@wymdonline.org
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/02/08/torture-redux
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/02/08/torture-redux
http://www.hrw.org
mailto:info@bahrain-mission.ch
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103060454290&s=495&e=001fZSzo5rYT6PAnXdwuZuOu3jdScPTP0tLaYprTG8-fqmthTP4mIOIpbZPMOAqEFk1p37qiIkGgkd9bDT_gDSR9JYN7YIFp6nvHS15cl3OCRbtjsojP7tahZzE3UH6js34DQnm2IGOBb5rVw2cfeqhcCvyaqJaZq76
http://www.changemakers.com
http://www.fundsforngos.org
translate.google.com
translate.google.com

