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About the World
Youth Movement
for Democracy

The World Youth
Movement for Democ-
racy (WYMD) is a
global community of
youth and their allies
working nonviolently
for democracy. It was
founded by a group of
young people, like you,
who believe in and
work for fair elections,
free speech, and humar
rights. We believe we
can be stronger by
working together.
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WYMD Leadership Board Reflects on 2011, Looks Forward to 2012

ted photos showed a wide range of youth's per-
spectives on democracy. Winners' photos are

shown on our Websitewww.wymdonline.org

Happy New Year!

This year, 2012 opens with promise.

The momentum shown by young activists in 2011Your active participation was crucial for the WYMD

needs to be consolidated and sustaineldast year to carry out activities last year. You will play a more

has highlighted and brought to the fore the positiveimportant role this year as the WYMD seeks to

role that young people play in promoting, strength- elevate its efforts and become a leading global net-

ening and defending democracy in their communiwork of young democracy and human rights activ-

ties and countries. The world witnessed the energy,ists.

creativity and dedication of young people advocating

for democratic elections, expanding the reach ofin 2012 the WYMD will be strengthening its role as

information through social media, and leading pro-a space and forum for young democracy activists.

tests that saw some of the most ruthless regimesAs such, the WYMD will launch a youth fellowship

crumble. program to help build capacity for young activists;
continue its O&dYouth I nitia

The WYMD supported the efforts of young democ- brings together young leaders from countries under

racy activists throughout 2011 by providing spaceundemocratic rule for sharing knowledge and skills;

for the mutual sharing of ideas amongst young activeonduct an annual youth democracy contest; organ-

ists and providing mechanisms for the support ofize the 2012 World Youth Day for Democracy; and

those young activists who faced threats and risks asupport the participation of young people in the

a result of their activism. upcoming the World Movemet
seventh assembly, which will take place in October

Beyond this, the WYMD organized and supported2012. Ahead in the year, we will also conduct elec-

the commemorations of the 2011 World Youth tions of new Leadership Board members.

Day for Democracy on October 18th under the

theme 061l gniting Change. %e bdkdavsma riod your @adtive yeogagergentpire o p |

across the world organized activities ranging fromthose upcoming activitesA n d , |l et ds kee|

town hall meetings to debates; marches to petition-for democratic changes that we, young people

ing their local parliaments. around the world, ignited last year.

As with all years, the WYMD organizes an annual

contest for young activists to showcase their work Sincerely,

with a wide audience. Winners are provided with a

scholarship to attend one of the worl dos |l arges
gathering of democracy practitioners, academics antleadership Board of the World Youth Movement for
funders, the World Movement for Democracy As- Democracy

sembly. In 2011, the contest focused on the use of

photography and was held under the theme: Youth

in Action: A Snapshot of DemocracyThe submit-

IGNITE
CHANGE
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Venezuelan Youth Use Music to Fight Censorship, Promote Activism

On November 27, thousands of Venezuelad to be: music about Liberty and Reality,
youth gathered at Miranda Square in Caragasisic without a gag.
to attend a concert for a cause. Organized by'wWe can change the world," Crosby,
Un Mundo Sin Mordaza (A World Withoustills, Nash & Young declared in their fameqg
Censorship), Rock/Rap Sin Mordaza ralliggthg "Chicago," referring to the street
youth to recognize the importance of freemonstrations that took place in 1968 in
speech. The following was authored by Pahta city ... and this continues to be truth for
Brito, General Producer of the events: young people, for the world and, particular-
ly, for Rock music.
Since its inception, Rock music has been a Every new note, every new song and
voice of rebellion and protest. every theme that comes out of the heart of
Rock and Roll, Beat Rock, Hard Rock, a rocker or a rapper changes the way how
Psychedelic Rock, Punk, heavy metal, gothisye see and perceive life ... anthat
music from the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 1980samounts to changing the world.
and 1990s up to Rock fusion, Latin Rock Governments come and go, dictatorships
and Rap ... a history of innovation and breakfall, walls collapse, yet music continues tofor freedom, and hate for love. Replacing
with the past; a history of young people vibrate along the spirit of eras, allowing the tyranny and dictatorship for the rule of
expressing themselves and demanding therue reality to grow and be felt; the inner Human Rights.
world to change. reality; the genuine feeling that lies in the All over the world people are occupying
Today, here, rock and rap are returning deepest part of human beings; the real public squares demanding changes to those

to what they have always been, and Contin_change: rep|acing war for peace; oppressior\NhO State they handle the fate of societies.
They are demanding such changes because

those who call themselves leaders have
stopped listening to people, thus people
have no choice other than taking the streets
to articulate their discontent.

Here, we, too, have taken this Caracas
square to be heard
microphone over to the new talents of our
national rock so that they can say what they
have to say, and so that you, our dear
friends from the audience, can also express
yourself. It's our way of protesting and de-
manding freedom.
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